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Mayor and City Health, Fire & Police Leaders, Safe Kids Baltimore 

Join To Highlight How Kids Can Stay Safe During Hot Weather
BALTIMORE, MD (June 30, 2015) – Last week, Baltimore City experienced the tragic death of Leasia Carter, a 2-year-old girl who was reportedly left in a vehicle for 24 hours.  Leasia is one of nearly 650 children nationwide who have tragically died since 1998 after being left in automobiles during hot weather. 

Today, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Baltimore City Health Commissioner Dr. Leana Wen, leadership from the Baltimore City Fire Department and Baltimore Police Department and Safe Kids Baltimore/ University of Maryland Children's Hospital held a press conference to remind parents and caregivers of safety tips for children in the summer.  Topics covered included the dangers of hot weather, fireworks safety, swimming pool safety and the importance of knowing CPR.
“Each and every one of the nearly 650 kids who have died after being left unattended in a vehicle was preventable,” said Dr. Wen. “Even on a day that is just in the mid 70’s outside, temperatures inside vehicles can reach life-threatening levels very quickly. This is true particularly for children - kids’ bodies warm 3 to 5 times faster than an adult’s body does.”

Experts offered tips for preventing such tragedies:

· Never leave a child in an unattended car, even with the windows down.

· Be sure that all occupants leave the vehicle when unloading.  Make sure to not overlook babies or young children who may be sleeping.

· Keep a stuffed animal in the carseat and when the child is put in the seat, place the stuffed animal in the front with the driver. That will be a good reminder that there is a child in the back.

· Make “look before you leave” a routine practice whenever you get out of the car.

- more-
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“With the 4th of July holiday coming this weekend, we know that summer weather will be in full force sooner rather than later,” said Mayor Rawlings-Blake.  “We have many resources available to help protect our most vulnerable residents against the dangers of excessive heat, and I urge all of our citizens to take advantage of those resources to help stay cool, safe and healthy.”

"A car can heat up 19 degrees in 10 minutes, and cracking a window open doesn't help," said Karen Hardingham, RN, BSN, of Safe Kids Baltimore. "Heatstroke can happen anytime, anywhere- we don't want to see this happen to any family.”
“We need everyone’s help,” added Dr. Wen. “If you see a child unattended in a car, call 911 immediately. Even a few minutes can be fatal, so we need your help to save a child’s life.”

Maryland law prohibits children under age 8 from being left unattended in a vehicle.

“Our children are our greatest and most valuable assets. It is our duty to protect them not only from outside dangers, but also the dangers that are associated with warm weather,” said Police Commissioner Anthony Batts. “Many injuries and deaths are preventable, if we do not stay vigilant, alert and cautious with our babies and their surroundings, it may end in tragedy.  Keeping our children safe is a priority for parents, guardians, families, the community and the police department.  Our children cannot be the victims of our own distraction.”

Health officials also urged residents to remember to keep the safety of pets top of mind during hot days.  “Please remember to protect our animal residents of the city as well,” said Mary Beth Haller, BCHD Assistant Commissioner for Environmental Health. “Never leave pets in cars, consider restricting outdoor activities during extremely hot weather and always make sure fresh, clean water is readily available.”
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